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DIALOG UE 
Between Monſieur Jurieu, and 
a Burgomaſter of Rotterdam: 


ONSIEUR Jurieu, the famous French Mi- 
niſter, after a long and intimate Friendſhip with 1 
the great Mr Boyle, fell into as outrageous a Ha- fi 
tred againſt him. That Divine was a Man of 

great Vanity, and violent Paſſion, and could not bear the emi- 
nent and growing Reputation of Monſ. Bayle. He therefore 

an to fall upon ſome of Mr Bayle's Principles, and, Jure 
eologorum, attacked his Orthodoxy. Mr Bayle defended 

himſelf ; his Anſwer was ſtrong and lively; Mr Juriem was 

viſibly defeated, and enraged at his Defeat : He did upon this 
Occaſion a very ſcandalous and very ſhameful Thing, but 
very uſual with zealous Divines, when Truth and Laymen 
are too hard for them, or even when they are affronted one 
with another. He appealed for Revenge to the Civil Power, [44 
and preſented an angry and ſcolding Petition to the Magi- 1 
ſtrates of Rotterdam to ſilence Mr Bayle. Upon this Subject I Ii 
have formed the following Dialogue between Mr Furiey and 
a Burgomaſter of that City. 


Jurieu. OU are ſenſible, Sir, how Mr Bayle has expoſed 
me in his late Book : I bave here drawn up a 
Requeſt to the. Magiſtracy to filence him from writing, and 1 
in the mean Time I will anſwer him. I beg, Sir, you will 14 
countenance this my Petition. JAE 1 
Burgomaſter. I wiſh, Mr Jurieu, that you would command ©. 
me to ſerve you in any reaſonable Thing. Sure you will not 
deſire me to help to tie Mr Bayle's Hands till you give him ho, 4}; 


$trapado. | mint 
Fur. Sir, his Hands ought to be tied: He is an Adyocatg 
for Atheiſm. bo WT 
Burg. Convince me of that, and I ſhall think worſe of - "0 
him than I do at preſent, Sine: 1 
' | —_ A 2 Tur . 1 || 


C85) 


2 Have you never read his Letters upon the Comet ? 
Ves, and value them; and have heard you an hun- 


dred Times commend them. | 
Fur. I did not then ſee the Venom of them. ] 
ge How could it 10 long eſcape the Penetration of Mr t 

1 


Jur. I was weak enough then to have an Eſteem for the t 
Author 0 : 

Burg. I hope you had a greater for Religion. 
ur. I believed him a "rh b Man. 

And were ay with him before you ſaw any 1 

W n in him. 
Ba I own that my Friendſhip made me partial. 

rg. And is not Anger as apt as Friendſhip to make 
n partial? Paſſion is an ill Guide; and if it give new 


25 they are too generally falſe Lights. 


ur. Not Paſſion, but God has given me new Lights. 
rg. What ! has God told you that Mr Bayie is an 
Atheiſt. / 

Jur. No; his Book tells me fo. 

Burg. But you uſed to have very different Thoughts of 
that __ | 
. T have owned it : But God has given me Wiſdom 
to > yp Miſtake. 

Burg. 50 then you have diſcovered Mr Boylꝰs Atheiſm by 
| Revelation. And to deal ingenuouſly with you, Mr Furieu, 
I ſhall never make the ſame Diſcovery till I have the ſame 
Revelation. 

7 Fur. Sir, you make your ſelf merry with Revelation. 
| - Burg. No, I don't; I only ſuſpect that this Thirſt of 
| Vengeance does not come from Revelation. Stick to your 
firſt Text: Say that Mr Bayle has expoſed you; and there- 
fore be is an Atheiſt, and all his Works are atheiſtical. TIs 
| there not ſomething very criminal too, and offenſive, in his 
| great Fame and Reputation ? 
Jur. Permit me, Sir, to ſay, that I envy him not for his 
| - Works and his Character, by which I ſuffer no Eclipſe. I 
ER am only ſorry, upon the Score of Religion, that ſo ill a Man 
| | - ſhould have ſo many Admirers, and that your ſelf ſhould be 
7 ne of them. 
| Burg. I am one: I admire him, as he is a great Genius; 
| and I reverence him, as one of the beſt Men that 1 ever mur; 
and the moſt free from Pride and Paſſion. 
Fur. He deceives you: He is a clin bitter Enemy to 
J eſus Chriſt. | 


* 


Burg. 


(SP 


Burg. I doubt, Sir, that your. intemperate Reſentment de- 


ceives you: I wiſh that the retained Advocates for Jeſus 


Chriſt had leſs Bitterneſs, or at leaſt would with-hold the 
Fierceneſs of their Chriſtian Zeal from breaking out againſt 
the beſt Chriſtians. What other Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith has Mr Bayle violated, beiides that of daring to thwart 
the Opinion of the Reverend Mr Furieu ? : 

Fur. You aſtoniſh me, Sir, Has he not written an Apo- 
logy for Atheiſm ? an impious elaborate Apology ? 

Nr. No, I know that he has not: He has too much 

Senſe to be an Atheiſt, and too much Virtue to like 

Atheiſm. He has, if you pleaſe, proved unanſwerably, that 
a ſenſible Atheiſt, governed by the Laws of Nature, and by 
the Maxims and Convenience of Eaſe, is a better Member 
of Society than a mad and miſchievous Enthufraſt, who 
plagues, perſecutes, robs, and kills his Fellow-Creatures, in 
Obedience to the Precepts of a falſe Religion. A Propoſition 
as certain and evident as that Good is better than Evil. 

Jur. This Diſcourſe penetrates me with Grief : No Atheiſt 
can be good. | | WE 

Burg. Have I ſaid that he is? But thus you run away 
with Things. I only affirm, that Worſe is not ſo good as 
Better. Mr Bayle has ſaid no more ; and is not therefore an 
Atheiſt, 

Fur. Sir, do but comply, you and your Brethren, with my 
Petition for ſilencing him, and I undertake to prove him one. 

Burg. This is putting the Proof upon us. You would 
have us treat him as an Atheiſt, and will perhaps fetch your 
firſt and beſt Argument from that Treatment, to prove him 
an Atheiſt : I know your warm Temper, and dare fay that 
this Argument of Mr Bayle's Atheiſm would ſoon be pub- 
liſhed all over Europe, and be made to juſtify the worſt Things 
that your Zeal and Reſentment could ſay of him. 

Jur. Nothing too bad can be ſaid of an Atheiſt, nor done 
to him. ; 

Burg. IT never ſaw an Atheiſt : But if we were to puniſh 


every Man whom the angry Enthuſiaſts call ſo, we muſt take 


them for our Magiſtrates, and become only their Inquiſitors. 
A fine Employment for Magiſtrates, to exerciſe the Whip 
and the Sword for the Clergy. | FE 
Jur. Ought not the Magiſtrate to employ the Sword for 
the Defence of Religion ? | | | 
Burg. Yes, when Religion is attacked by the Sword, 
Fur. Is there no Remedy for ſpeaking and writing againſt 
Religion ? | | 
4 Burg. 


6. ) 
Burg. Yes, that of ſpeaking and writing; and for this 
Purpoſe are the Clergy appointed and maintained. Theſe 
are the only Arms which the Goſpel and common Senſe 
give you. | | 
Fur. Sir, I muſt beg your Pardon : Preaching and Writing 
have no Efficacy upon hardned and reprobate Hearts. Where 
Reproof is ineffectual, we muſt have Recourſe to Severity 
and human Terrors. | 
Burg. Human Terrors may indeed bring Men under the 
Power of the Clergy ; and that is the only Uſe the Clergy 
do or can make of them: But it is a Contradiction, to fay 
that ever human Terrors made a Chriſtian : The Grace of 
God can alone do that. Now, will you fay that Fury and 
Dungeons teach Men Chriſtianity ; or that the Grace of God 
is to be whipped or tortured into a Man ? 
Jur. No; but they may be the Means of humbling auda- 
cious Sinners, and of begetting in them a Senſe of Religion 
and ry, 08 | : 
Burg. That Word Submiſſion has a ſhrewd Meaning : But 
as to Religion, if that is to be propagated by ſuch Means, 
there is little or no Uſe of a Clergy, but only of Priſons, 
Lictors, Torturers, and Executioners. And a Troop of Dra- 
goons may do as well, or better, than a Troop of Miniſters, 
when their Admonitions are ineffectual. 
ur. I mean no ſuch Thing. 
urg. What then do you mean? | 
Fur. Only that you ſhould reſtrain notorious Gainſayers, 
and puniſh Blaſphemers. 
Burg. That is, every Man who gainſays and blaſphemes 
your Opinions. 
ur. True, if you mean my Orthodox Opinions. 
urg. That is the fame thing. Every Man thinks his Opi- 
nions Orthodox. Now in asking for this Reſtraint and Pu- 
niſhment, do you conſider the Conſequences of what you ask? 
You really ask for an Inquiſition. 
Jur. You grievouſly miſtake me, Sir: I abhor the Inquiſi- 
tion. | 
Burg. The Popiſb Inquiſition you do: But do you diſclaim 
an Inquiſition of your own, or an Inquifition in Behalf of 
your Religion ? | 
Jur. You may perceive, Sir, I only ſeek to have a Reſtraint 
laid upon Mr Bayle. 
Burg. Suppoſe that Reſtraint will not do, what muſt be 
done next ? | | 
Fur. Your own Polity will tell you that. You muſt puniſh 
bim : He diſobeys the Magiſtrate, 8 


— 


Burg. 


1 


Burg. This is very caſuiſtical; but let us ſee the End of it. 

Suppoſe _n this Puniſhment proves ſtill too weak, and he ſtill 
oes on 
1 Fur. Your Government affords you a Remedy. 

Burg. Yes, we can put him to Death. So that here is a 
Reftraint, Puniſhment, and Death, for Religion, or for a Que- 
ſtion about Religion. What is an Inquiſition, if this be not ? 

2 There will be no Occaſion of going ſo far. 

urg. But yon ſay we muſt go ſo far, if there be Occaſion; 
and we actually ſee that there is almoſt always Occafion : No 
Severity but the laſt Severity will do in theſe Cafes. The very 
Beginning implies the Extremity ; ſo that whoever calls for any 
Puniſhment in Matters of Religion and Speculation, calls for 
the higheſt Puniſhment ; and Mr Furieu, a Proteſtant Divine, 
who has fled from the Perſecution in France, where no Religi- 
gion but the Popyh is tolerated, and has taken Sanctuary in 
Holland, where all Religions are tolerated, calls upon the Dutch 
Magiſtrates for Perſecution againſt a Brother Refugee, and a 
profeſſed Calviniſt; after having for many Years, and by many 
Books, reproached the French Government in the bittereſt 
Terms, for perſecuting the Calviniſts. How will you recon- 
cile this Contradiction in your Conduct? 

Jur. Eafily, by maintaining that the Popiſb Religion is a 
falſe Religion, and ours the true. 

Burg. The Papiſis make the ſame Compliment to them- 
ſelves, and the ſame Charge againſt you. I am a Proteſtant, 
and I proteſt againſt Perſecution, as well as againſt other Parts 
of Popery. I think that every Religion which perſecutes, is a 
falſe Religion ; or rather, that every Perſecutor is a Papiſt ; and 
that every Hardſhip or Reſtraint for religious Notions, is Per- 
e ; | 

ur. You carry this Reaſoning very far. I hope you will 
allow the Chriſtian Religion to take 0 of it ſelf. att: 

Burg. Yes, by all Means that are Chriſtian : But you may 
as eaſily unite the Spirit of Chriſtianity to the Spirit of Paga- 
niſm, as preſerve Chriſtianity by the fierce and wicked Ways 
that were taken to preſerve Paganiſm. Neither Chriſt, nor 
his Apoſtles, ever applied to the Magiſtrate to fall upon Unbe- 
lievers with the Civil Sword, nor even to ſtop their Mouths. 

Fur. They needed not: They had Miracles to ſupport them; 
and they would not apply to unbelieving Magiſtrates. : 

Burg. And how came you, without Miracles to apply to 
us ? As you ſhew neither Miracles nor Infallibility, we know 
you liable to be miſtaken ; as we are ſure we ſhould be, if we 
praCtiſe Severities for a Religion which forbids them, and be- 
came mighty without them. | 

Jur. Religion had then no Connection with the Civil . 

f g. 


(3 ) 

Burg. Nor wanted it, nor claimed it. 
ur. The World, Sir, is much alter'd ſince. | 
urg. Not for the worſe, I hope, having had the Goſpel fo 

long in it, and after ſo great Expence to the People for preach- 
ing it. I hope you do not find the preſent Race of Chriſtians 
more abandoned and untractable than the firſt Chriſtians found 


the Pagans. | 
Jur. Sir, I am ſorry to ſay we have not now ſuch extraor- 


dinary Aſſiſtances as they had then, nor ſuch plentiful Effufions 


of the divine Spirit, | | 

Burg. Aſſiſtances of Money and Revenues you have had, I 
am ſure enough; but the Aſſiſtance of the Sword, and the Ef- 
fuſion of Blood, will make no Amends for the Want of the 
Aſſiſtance and Effuſion of the peaceable Spirit of God. 

Fur, I am far from ſaying that it does: But I cannot help 
faying that the Power of the Magiſtrate has had a great Share 
in extending Chriſtianity ; and God has ſhewn that he approv'd 
the Zeal of the firſt Chriſtian Emperors, by the Succeſs which 
he gave them. Fn TO | 122 F 

Burg. The perſecuting Chriſtian Emperors had much fuch 
Succeſs againſt Paganiſm, - as Lewis XIV. has had againſt 
Calviniſm, and got it by the ſame wicked Methods. Mahomet 
had greater Succeſs than either; and *tis a particular Article of 
the Mahometan Religion, that God blefles every Thing that 
fucceeds. nw 
* Jur. No ſuch Argument can be uſed in Behalf of a falſe 

eligion. | | | 

| Burg. Every whit as much, as in Behalf of falſe and barba- 
rous Meaſures taken to propagate the true. Every Man thinks 
his own Religion the true Religion ; and every religious ſuc- 
ceſsful Miſchief that every Man .does, has, according to your 
Argument, the divine Approbation. So that here, out of the 
Mouth of Mr Furieu, is a Defence of all the, pious Barbarities 
and Slaughters that ever were committed in the World. 

fur. Sir, I am againſt all Barbarities. , _ 

urg. Ves; when they fall upon your ſelf or your Party: 
But when they are exerciſed for you againſt others, they are 
wholeſome Severities. If the Duke of Guiſe bariged a Hu onot, 
you cry it was Perſecution and Barbarity ; and fo fay I: But 
if Dr Calvin burned Servetus, it was the juſt Doom of a Here- 
tick; nay, it was God's Judgment upon Hereſy ; and juſt fo 
argued the Duke of Guiſe. Now to me both the Doctor and 
the Duke were Perſecutors and Barbarians in thoſe Inſtances: 
But thus Secis butcher and burn one another, and practiſe and 
condemn the ſame Thing OE won e 7 * 
8 ö ' ky 0 


4 


8 


ow 

Fur. Pray, Sir, conſider the Conſequences of this Reaſoning : 
You put the Wolves upon the ſame Foot with the Lambs of 
Chriſt, as to the Defence and Security of their Flocks. 

Burg. Every Perſecutor is a Wolf: Did you ever ſee a 
Lamb devour a Kid ? Did you ever know a Lamb armed with 
Fangs and Claws, and nouriſhed with Blood? 

Fact No : But I hope you, that are Magiſtrates, ought to 
defend us againſt Wolves. 

Burg. Without all Doubt : But do not you perſuade us to 
miſtake Men for Wolves, and Friends for Enemies. 

ors No: But I maintain Mr Bayle to be a Wolf. 

urg. Of all Men I ſhould never take Mr Bayle, the Philo- 
ſopher, for a Beaſt of Prey. Has he ever torn you, Mr Furieu, 
or threatned to eat you up: 5 

ur. This is Raillery, and not Reaſoning: Sure you will al- 
low that Hereticks and Scepticks are Wolves. 

Burg. No, indeed won't I : I have kr ow excellent Men 
of both Sorts. I will neither allow them to be Wolves, nor 
ſuffer Wolves to fall upon them. 

Fur. Sir, you'll pardon me, if you argue thus I cannot 
argae with you. 

Burg. I believe you cannot : You thought you had nothing 
to do but to point out your Wolf; nor I, but to knock him 
on the Head. 

Jur. I am ſorry to ſee ſo great Lukewarmneſs ; it forebodes 
no Good to the Church. 

Burg. It ſorebodes no Victims, no ſpiritual Bonfies to the 
Ecclefiaſticks ; whoſe fiery Zeal, were it ſuffered to blaze out, 
would ſoon make Fuel of the whole State, and reduce this opu- 
lent Commonwealth toUniformity, and a few miſerable Fiſher- 
Towns : But the Truth is, we are not lukewarm, we act 
upon a Principle of Chriſtianity, by tolerating all Religions, 
and by not ſuffering any Chriſtian to hurt another, or any 
other Man for his Religion. 

Fur. Alas, Sir, without an Aſſiſtance more active, Religi- 
on will languiſh. 

Burg. That is your Fault then: You have our active Aſ- 
fiſtance : Have you not Pulpits, and Temples, and Oppor- 
tunities, by the Providence of the States, which maintains 
great Numbers of Ecclefiaſticks, at a great Expence, to teach 
the People what the Bible teaches them ; to explain to them 
the plain Commandments of God ; to. open to them the in- 
ſpired Writings of the Goſpel in your own Words; and to 
baffle all who find any other Meaning there than what you find. 

Fur. But what if they pay no Submiſſion to our Doctrine 


and Diſcipline ? 


” 


B Burg. 


3 
Burg. No more they ought not, if do not like your 
Doctrine and Diſcipline. , ne paid to 3 
Things, and due only to the State. What Title have you to 
any Body's Submiſſion, any more than the Church of France 
had to yours ? If every Man be not to follow his own Judg- 
ment in Religion, then is Religion Blindneſs. 
Jur. But what do you fay to thoſe who have no Religion? 
Burg. Say ! I fay, I wiſh that they had. 
ur. What ! will you take no Method to reclaim them ? 
urg. Yes, we give you Money to talk to them. 
ob And they won't mind us. 
urg. Then you muſt do as I do, pray for them. 
Fur. This is a faint Way of propagating the Goſpel. 
Burg. I beg that you would name me any other. 
ur. Sir, give me Leave to tell you, that three fourths of 
Europe would be Pagans at this Day, had not the Emperor 
Conſtantine, and his Succeſſors, employ'd their Authority to 
aboliſh Paganiſm. | 
Burg. If the Fact be ſo, I am aſhamed to hear it; and 
think that thoſe Emperors were very bad Men, and great Ty- 
rants. They made Hypocrites, and no Chriſtians ; and theſe 
were much better Men, when they were profeſſed Pagans, as 
well as better Subjects. All Converts made by Force are 
made Impoſtors and Enemies. Many of thoſe Princes were of 
themſelves evil and bloody Men, and more ſo by the reſtleſs 
Inſtigations of the Clergy, who having departed from all Chri- 
ſtian Humility and Meekneſs, converted Preaching into Do- 
mineering, and Exhortation into Violence and Terrors; em- 
ployed penal Laws and the Imperial Sword to confute Anta- 
goniſts, and to make Proſelytes; and the Emperor and his 
oldiers were the Apoſtles of that Time. Thus began Popery, 
and the ſtrange heterogeneous Tyranny of Rome ; and thus it 
continues. Better had it been for the Pagans, and better for 
Mankind, if there never had been ſuch Converts. 
2 I deny that the firſt Emperors were Papiſts. 
urg. They were directed by Prieſts, and founded Popery. 
ur. That was the Abuſe of their Goodneſs. 
urg. No ; it was the natural and certain Uſe of their Fol- 
ly and Wickednefs : And you cannot diſtinguiſh any Perſecu- 
tion or any prieſtly Domination any where from true Popery, 
but in the Degrees of it; and wherever it is not checked, it 
will certainly and eternally arrive, without ſtopping, to the 
higheſt Degree of Popery. 
Fur. Sir, Can you poſſibly think me capable of a kind Wiſh 


for Popery ? 
Burg, 


: ( 1 ) 

Burg. No; but you do juſt as the Popifh Prieſts do, call 
upon the Magiſtrates for Help and civil Reſtraint, the firſt Step 
to Fire and Faggot. 

ur. I am grieved you ſhould think all Sorts of Clergy alike. 

urg. I do not think they are; but I think they all would 
be, if the Magiſtrate would let them. I never knew any but, 
where they were ſuffered, were endleſs Informers and Solici- 
tors to the Magiſtrate againſt Diſſenters, and Men of different 
Opinions. In which Conduct there is ſomething extremely 
abſurd and bold. If the Clergy direct the Magiſtrate, then are 
the Clergy verily and indeed the Magiſtrate ; and if the Magi- 
ſtrate muſt deal in Religion, then is the Magiſtrate the Clergy. 

Jur. To whom muſt the Clergy apply in caſe of obſtinate 
Gainſayers? 

Burg. To God and Reaſon. 

* Do you think, Sir, we can be fatisfied with this An- 
ſwer 

Burg. I do not think you can; but I am ſure you ought. 
To deal freely with you, moſt Eccleſiaſticks are like Women 
and Children, and expect, from all Mankind, to be humoured 
in every Thing. Like Women and Children they grow ſullen, 
peeviſh, and often outrageous, when they are not humoured ; 
and like them they are territy'd with Dreams, Shadows, and 
Phantoms. I never yet knew a Woman, or a Child, or a 
Clergyman, but thought they had a Right to every Thing that 
they had a Mind to, however pernicious or unreaſonable. 

; I am ſorry, Sir, you ſhould think what I ask of you 
pernicious or unreaſonable. | 

Burg. I am ſorry and aſhamed you ſhould think otherwiſe. 
You run away from Perſecution in your own Country, and 


defire thoſe who protect and maintain you here, to turn Perſe- 


cutors, againſt the Genius of Chriſtianity, and the fundamental 
Maxims of our State. You have Leiſure, Learning, and Pay, 
to write and confute, and fay what you pleaſe about Religion. 
Why ſhould not other Men have the ſame Liberty? Are ſa 
many zealous and able Champions, ſo many learned Eccleſiaſ- 
ticks, with ſo good a Cauſe, afraid of a few miſtaken Laymen, 
contending weakly for Error? Did the Apoſtles act thus, or 
complain thus ? 

Fur. Alas, Sir ! they had extraordinary Powers to combat 
Error withal : But the Providence of God hath now in 2 


great Meaſure left his Church to the Protection of the Chri- 


ſtian Magiſtrate. 

Burg. I thought that Truth had been always ſufficient to 
combat Error; and I hope Providence has not left you deſti- 
tte of the Aſſiſtance of Truth: And as to the Magiſtrates 


. % WH Protection, | 


5 

Protection, you may enjoy it to the full here. We allow 
every Man to profeſs and defend his own Religion; and by this 

Means Truth has a full and fair Hearing : Nor does Truth 

defire more; though Craft and Falſhood can never be ſoffici- 

ently propped and barricaded. Thus our Protection, like our 

Charity, is chriſtian and univerſal. As to the narrow Protec- 

tion of one Tribe or Side only, it is poor, enthuſiaſtical, and 

ſcandalous, it is depreciating Government into a Party, and 

confining Chriſtianity to a Cabal. 

Fur. But by this looſe and unteſtrained Protection, Error 
has equal Countenance with Truth. 

Burg. How ſo, Mr Furieu ? If I ſet a Giant to wreſtle 
with a Dwarf, and encourage him to uſe the Dwarf as he plea- 
ſes, to throw him down, and cruſh him to Pieces, has the 
Giant any Reaſon to complain ? If, on the contrary, I bind 
the Dwarf Hand and Foot, and then ſet the Giant upon him, 
I am ſure the poor Dwarf has Reaſon to complain heavily, and 
the Giant to be greatly aſhamed. This is plainly the State of 
Truth and Error: Truth will inevitably triumph, if it has fair 
Play. What Reaſon have the Clergy to be afraid ? Why need 
Mr Jurieu complain? Bm 

ur. You may call Error a Dwarf ; but you ſee how pow- 
erful it is in the World; and therefore I complain. 

Burg. And plead for a Method to make it ſtil] ſtronger. 
Why is Truth impotent or unknown any where, but that it 
is almoſt every where brow-beaten, ſilenced, and ſhackled ? 

ur. J am ſo far from pleading for this, that I profeſs no- 
thing but Truth. | 

Burg. So fay all Men, the miſtak-n and the enlightened ; 
and as every Man makes his own Opinions, right or wrong, 
the Meaſure of Truth, all Opinions but this are to be ſup- 
preſſed and reſtrained. This keeps the whole Earth in Dark- 
neſs and Miſery, and ſupports Errors by Eſtabliſhments and 
Armies. Hence the Mahometans, hence the Herd of Catho- 
licks, are as ignorant as the Beaſts of the Field, and more 
unſociable and fierce in Behalf of their groſs Stupidity. The 
common Lutherans of Sweden and Denmar# are not much 
better, and the Greet Church full as bad. If there be any 
Sparks of Truth in Turkey or Kah, it is hid in a few Heads, 

and muſt never, upon Pain of Death and Tortures, make any 
Appearance or Progreſs ; nor can it ever appear in its full 
Force and Glory, but where there is an univerſal Toleration 
of all Sects and Sentiments. Where there is no Toleration, 
there is no Truth ; where Toleration is limited Truth is lame ; 
and it riſes and falls with Toleration. The Learning of the 
French Clergy was owing to the French Hugonots ; the Lear- 
ning 
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ning of the Engi/ Clergy to the Roman-Catholicks, and 
other Diſſenters; and ſo vice verſa. Learning in England 
makes a prodigious Progreſs by the Means of Liberty; it as 
viſibly decays in France for want of Liberty : And in Holland, 
ſrom the ſame Cauſe, there are more learned Men, Learning, 
and Libraries, than in all Ia, Africa, and America, Con- 
ſider now, Mr Jurieu, where, and from what Cauſes, Truth 
is to be met with. X 

Fur. Methinks you make an ill Compliment to Truth, by 


repreſenting it as ſo much obliged, for its Strength and En- 


largement, to the Toleration of Error. 

Burg. The Fact is univerſally true: But you take but one 
half of my Reaſoning. I contend for univerſal Toleration of 
all Opinions, true and falſe ; and then I am ſure that Truth 
will prevail over Falſhood, nay, derive new Advantages from 
it, fince perpetual Debate and Enquiries will as certainly pro- 
mote and illuſtrate Truth, as weaken and expoſe Error. 

Jur. But do you not (ce, Sir, how artful and deſigning 
Men dreſs up Falſhood every Day with all the Appearances of 
Truth, and ſo deceive Mankind? a 

Burg. I ſee it plainly enough; and I ſee other Men every 
Day ſtripping it of its borrowed Qrnaments, and reſtoring 
them to the right Owner, and expoſing the Craft and De- 
ſigns of thoſe Champions of Deluſions. 

Jur. But till they do great Miſchief ;. and therefore were 
it not much better, that Truth alone ſhouid be encouraged 
and eſtabliſhed, and Error cruſhed and reſtrained ? 

Burg. Would we not be happy, Mr Turieu, if we were 
not ſubject to Sickneſs and Folly, and could eſtabliſh eternal 
Wiſdom and eternal Health by a Law ? 

2 Ves, if it were poſſible; but we can reſtrain Error. 

urg. How | Can you reſtrain the Thoughts? | 
= By your Help we can reſtrain them from going abroad. 
urg. Then we alone do it. And thus too we can pre- 
vent Sickneſs, by putting Men to Death when they are well; 
or cure them, by killing them when they are ill. Nor can 
we extirpate Error from amongſt Men, but by extirpating 
Men. Shew me the Man that is free from Error, when 


neither the Prophets nor Apoſtles were free from it; when 


Prieſts and Teachers of all Kinds are generally, of all Men, 
the moſt ſubject to it; and the greateſt and warmeſt Pro- 
moters of it; and when fo able a Divine as Mr 2 has 
been ſo egregiouſly miſtaken and diſappointed in his Prophecics 
taken from the Revelations. 

Jur. There are Reaſons in the Councils of God, why 
thele Prophecies have nct been fulfilled, 


Burg. 


„ 


Burg. That is, however, a Confeſhon that you were not 


in his Councils; and ſhews that Men may be ſtrongly per- 4 
ſuaded that they are in his Councils, when they are not; and ha 
is a good Reaſon for diſtruſting ſuch as pretend to it. M 
Fur. The Wickedneſs of Men, as well as their Repentance, dr, 
may prevent the Accompliſhment of Prophecy. fo 
urg. That was the poor Excuſe which St Bernard made Ce 
for himſelf, when by his Enthufiaſtick Declamations, and po- 
fitive Prophecies, he had ſent an Army of Chriſtians on a 
Fool's Errand, to be knocked on the Head by the Saracens. 
Every. Prophecy not fulfilled is falſe Prophecy. | 
Fur. I thought that I was not miſtaken in what I foretold tha 
from the Revelations ; and my Miſtake was not voluntary, 
nor is it heterodox or heretical. ; 
Burg. So will every Man ſay of his Opinion and Miſtakes, T} 
and therefore all Men ought to be indulged in them ; though, tait 
if ever any Man's Opinions and Errors deſerved ſevere Ani- c 
madverſion, yours do, fince thoſe who believed your Pre- ? 
dictions (as Enthuhaſm is infinitely credulous) might have fact 
been hurried and miſled by them into Inſurrections, Invaſions, con 
| and Civil Wars. It is well for you that your own ſevere aft 
Maxims were not turned upon you, and that you enjoy the © 
Shelter and Connivance of this free State, which yet by theſe ; 
Maxims you would utterly deſtroy. You know what a juſt ow! 
and ſevere Storm yau have raiſed againſt you and your Party © 
in France, and what Advantages you have given the Catho- wi 
| - licks to treat you as an Impoſtor, and an Incendiary. I won- E 
# der that this has not humbled you, and taught you ſome of him 
that Moderation towards others, which is ſo neceflary to your Wh 
| ſelf. You have ſeverely felt the heavy Effects of Heat, and that 
| Vehemence, and Poſitiveneſs, and yet have not learned more Mag 
; Mildneſs and Charity, nor to truſt to Reaſon alone in diſ- liabl 
| puting, though all Europe has ſeen how far you are from In- Wh 


| fallibility, 
| Far. I have not been guilty of Atheiſm, nor of Hereſy ; 


{ and I never ſet up for Infallibility. B 
| Burg. I do not ſee but you Opinions are as chargeable 7. 
| with Atheifm as any of, Mr Bayle's; and yet you would be B 
| terribly enraged at ſuch a Charge. Either ceaſe to judge others, you, 
1 or ſuffer others to judge as well as you. You own you are aſſur 
| not infallible z and yet no Pope was ever more poſitive and of ot 
| magiſterial in his Decrees, than you are in your Cenſures. Peop 
| As to Hereſy, it is a fooliſh Word, to fignify any Opinion for tl 
| that angers hot Churchmen ; who are almoſt univerſally He- Zh 
reticks to one another, and yet are ſo diſtracted as to ſet up a good 


Model for the human Soul to think by. They may as well 
| prend 
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pretend to paint, or to ſhave the Soul, which has N a 
different Way of acting in every mortal Man, as all Men 
have different Organs and Imaginations. The perſuading all 
Men to think alike, is as rational as to exhort them all to 
dream alike. What would you think, Mr Jurieu, of a Miſ- 
ſion to perſuade the Negroes to change their erroneous black 
Complexion, and become orthodoxly white ? 

ur. Do I propoſe any thing like that ? 

urg. What then do you propoſe ? 

ch Only an Agreement in a Syſtem of Faith. 

urg. Who are they that thus agree in Syſtems of Faith ; 
that is to ſay, in a certain adjuſted Size of thinking ? 

ur. We the Calviniſts do. 

urg. The Papiſts boaſt as much, or more of themſelves : 
That is, every Set of Eccleſiaſticks agree to the Sound of cer- 
tain Articles, and then fall out in explaining them. | 

ur. I am ſorry it ſhould ſometimes happen ſo. 

urg. It always happens ſo, where Tyranny does not ef- 
face or aboliſh Chriſtianity, and ſet up an Inquiſition, and 


conſequently Ignorance or Hypocriſy. Beſides, Mr Bayle is 


a ſtrict Calbiniſt. 
ur. He profeſſes to be ſo ; but he is not ſincere. 
g. Who made you a Judge of Hearts? You have diſ- 

owned Infallibility. | 
ur. I judge him by the Word of God, and by his own 
orks. 

Burg. I judge the ſame Way; and yet can find no Fault in 
him. I freely own that I am of all his religious Opinions. 


What now think you of me, Mr Furieu ? Don't you think | 


that I deſerve to be puniſhed as well as he ? Suppoſe the whole 
Magiſtracy be in the ſame Sentiments with me, are we not 
liable to great Cenſure, and deſerving of great Puniſhment ? 
What _ your Principle to this ? 

Jur. I ſhould be afflicted for ſo ſorrowful a Thing: But I 
don't pretend to puniſh the Magiſtrate. 

Burg. Why would you then puniſh Mr Bayle ? 

Fur. For the Glory of God. 

Burg. It is now plain how high that Principle would carry 
you, if the Magiſtrate was not higher than you. But be 
aſſured, that for the Glory of God we will take care both 
of our ſelves and Mr Bayle, and preſerve both Magiſtrate and 
People from this ſtrange Zeal of ſtigmatizing and puniſhing 
for the Glory of God. 


Jur. I hope, Sir, you will make ſome Difference between 
good Men and the worſt of Men. 


. Burg. 


— — — — — . — 
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Burg. Certainly. Every Man is a good Man who is an 
honeſt Man, and a quiet Subject: We will value him much 
more than a proud and unquiet Man, whatever fine Names 
he may aſſume. * 

Jur. Atheiſts never can be good Subjects. 

Burg. Moſt that the Clergy call ſo are the beſt Subjects, 
as well as the ableſt Men. No Man who owns the Being of 
a God, is an Atheiſt; and I never knew any Man that de- 
nied his Being: And till any Man does, it is falſe, wicked, 
and barbarous, to call him an Atheiſt. As to the Idea of 
God, I believe all Men differ about it, becauſe I am ſure no 


Man can aſcertain it. 
ur. Is there no Preference to be given to the Chriſtian 


Faith and Doctrines? 

Burg. Yes, the Preference of Truth ; which will defend 
them. Nor has the bleſſed and beneficent Author of them 
given them any other Preference, or external Advantages. 
And to ſay that they want any other, is to call the Truth of 
Chriſtianity in doubt, which made its way without any other. 
It is therefore miſtruſting the Power and Veracity of Chriſtia- 
Nity, to reſtrain for its Sake any Set of Opinions whatſoever. 
Where Liberty of Conſcience and of Opinion is not fully 
maintained, Chriſtianity is not maintained, but only one Fac- 
tion of Chriſtians, falſly ſo called, againſt all the reſt, and 
againſt the Spirit and firſt Principles of Chriſtianity. This 
State was once weak enough to enter into the Subtleties, Con- 
tentions, and Chimera's of Divines, and near being overturned 
by a ridiculous Attempt to ſettle Gueſſes and Orthodoxy. A 
Synod of Doctors at Dort, by the mere Dint of Words and 
Dreams, were like to have put an End to the High and 
Mighty States of Holland and Friezland. We have ſince 
learned more Wit, than to facrifice the Peace of our Govern- 
ment, or any Man's Peace, to the Paſſion of the Maggots of 
the Clergy. We protect them all againſt one another, and 
all Men againſt them. As to their own ſubtle Diſputes and 
Inventions, we meddle not with them, if they meddle not 
with us. They have good Pay, and a clear Stage ; and it is 
not for their Credit, if they defire more. If any Man be a 
bad Subject, and break our Laws, we know how to deal 
with him, without the Aſſiſtance of the Clergy. And if any 
Man be a bad Believer, it is their Bufineſs to convince him. 
But whoever would convince by Stripes and Terror, proclaims 
open War againſt Chriſtianity and common Senſe, againſt the 
Peace of Society, and the Happineſs of Mankind. Perſecution, 


for any Opinion whatſoever, juſtifies Perſecution for every 


Opinion in the World; and every Perſecutor is liable tor be 
perſecuted, 


* 
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erſecuted, upon his own Principles, by every Man upon 

Farth of a different Opinion, and more Strength. What dil 
mal Butcheries would ſuch à cruel Spirit raiſe ! 

I hope you will forgive me, Mr Jurieu, for uſing you thus, 
with the Freed reedom of a Chriſtian and a Dutchman. I have a 
great Kindneſs for you, but a greater for the State: We can- 
2 violate our beſt Maxims, becauſe you ate angry at Mr 

e. 


ur. I ſhall beg leave, for all this, to preſent my Petition: : 


If it has no Effect, I can only appeal to 
Burg. With all my Heart : But do not appeal to him in 


Anger. 
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A — between 4 Country-Clerg yman 


and a Quaker. 
Clergyman, glad of this Opportunity of talking with 
1 was what I wanted. 
Duaker. toe didſt thou not take it before ? I never 
Bude thee. 


cur. I am your Miniſter : It became you to come to me. 

Qua. I promiſe thee, thou art none of my Miniſter; - I'll 
have none but of my own chuſing. Beſides, if thou mindeſt 
thy Pride more than my Salvation, and art too great to come 
to thy Pariſhioners, ſmall is my Encouragement to come to 
thee : The Apoſtles ſtood not thus upon their Dignity. - 

Cler. The Apoſtles went to thoſe who Cound not come to 
them. 

ua. And to thoſe that would not. 

Cler. A modeſt Man would have doubted, and heard what 
I had to fay. 

Qua. Friend, haſt thou thy ſelf no Doubts about the 
Straitneſs of the Way that thou art in? 

Cler. Certainly, no. 

Qua. Then am I more modeſt than thou art. I often 
doubt, and go to God with my Doubts. 

Cler. But you ſhould go to him in a proper Way. 

3. I ſeek him by Prayer, and endeavour to underſtand 
his oh from the Scriptures of Truth. Knoweſt thou a more 
proper 
Clir. . underſtand the holy Scriptures? 

Qua. It is 1 e Fault, and the Fault of thy Brethren, if 1 


FR. not. The Clergy have tranſlated them. 
| C Chr, 


(T3. 
Cr. But there's are ſtill many difficult Places in them 
which the Clergy, underſtand beſt. P 
Qua. If the Clergy. underſtand them, then are they not 
iffoalt to Laymen who. know Languages : And TY do not 
* Clergy explain them ? | th 
Cler. That is their Buſineſs. 1 
Dua. Then they ill underſtand their Buſineſs, ſince ay 


vary and quarrel ſo much about it, | thi 

Cler. They only differ in controverted Points. n ca 

72 No more don't thee and 1. M. 

Cler. But I mean Points nir amongſt us. | it, 

/ Rua. That is to ſay, all Poinis. Even where you fay you the 

| believe alike, you explain differently; which ſheweth a mani- ( 
feſt m alſo in 3 nd are not thou unreaſon- tha 

able to e DAN emand Union amongſt the People, . 

when 8 ent s ire the Authors of Diſunion? ma 

Cler. Therefore we ace ſuch Clergymen. Wi 

Qua. And they renounce thee. And do not the Quakers terp 

act wifely' to renounce. you all, as you all do one another? in t 

Cler. You ſpeak: harſhly, and untraly : There are Num- mar 

bers of us who adhere together in our Sentimen . 0 

Qua. And there are Numbers who adhere n uc eh ant in! 

you, and yet call themſelves of the ſame Church wit * 

Cler. I am ſorry ſor it. Nan 

Qua. 80 oe thou to be far a me with "I C 

ing untruly, when thou thy, ſelf beareft e 5 the L 

Truth which I ſpeak. 111 6 8 Rs in th 

Cler. But you go 100 far. . Cl 
| I do not, pay, I will. £0. cp? and wade: that his $ 
* umbers thou boaſteſt of in Union with thee, were every 8 

Man to explain his Belief his own Ways, would all vary from Cl 

thee, and from one another. 2: 

Cr. I do — think ſo: However, their varying in Be- Ml racle: 

lief is wok Reaſon for believing -- Ch 

| But it is a good Reaſon why every Man ſhould have Q. 

1 — Belief. 2 and v 


Cub. Then there will be no End of, plone. | 
Qua. No more there is not in Opiniona and Nn 
Cler. And is not that a deplorable Caſe: 
| Qua. So is the Fall of Alam: Cant thou cure it? 
- Cler. They are not parallel Caſes. 
ua. Depend upon it, thou may it as eafily bring "Lack 
EL into a State of Innocence, as all his Poſteriiy 0 one 
Mind. 
Cher, What, can't I reaſon à Man into my Opinion? 
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ua. Yes, if he like thy Opinion, and thy Reaſoning * 
Perhaps he will think them both ſtark naught. LA 5 0 

Cler. That may be his Fault. a ot IND 7965 

Lua. And it may be thine. How are thy Opinions better 
than mine ? I think them worſe. . 3 | 

Cler. They are warranted by the holy Scriptures. 

Qua. I think mine are: I'll promiſe: thee III try them by 
the Scriptures, which I think I can interpret as well as thou 
canſt. T'll tell thee further, -that; I am fatisfied the God of 
Mercy never damned any Man for miſtaking it; for I take 
it, that in revealing his Word he mocked not Men, by giving 
them a Riddle inſtead of a Revelation. 1 

Cler. Vou know little of Scripture, if you do not know 
that there are in it Places which you cannot underſtand. 

Qua. Nor can'ſt thou. As to thoſe Places, though they 
may be his Will, yet I am ſure they are not his revealed 
Will, becauſe he hath not revealed it ; and if I take thy In- 
terpretation and Conjectures for his Word, then do I believe. 
in thy Word, and not in his; Now, where hath he com- 
manded me to believe in thee ? DE ARS, > 

Cler. He has commanded you to believe me, when I ſpeak 
ip his Name. | 3. 

* 4 And ſo art thou to believe me when I ſpeak in his 
ame. 

Cler. But I am his Ambaſſador. 

Qua. There I do not believe thee, becauſe thou ſpeakeſt 
in thy own Name. 


Cler. Why, does not St Paul ſay, e are Ambaſſadors in 
his Stead ? OE 
ua. Ves; Art thou Paul? NOTTS | 
Cler, No, I am only his Succeſſor ; he himſelf is dead. | 
Qua. So are his Gifts and Miracles: Canſt thou work Mi. | 
racles? If not, how doſt thou ſucceed him? | | 
Cler, I preach the Goſpel which he preached. | 
1 Lua. So do I, and bear my own Charges as he did his; 
and why ſhould I pay thee for doing what I can do as well 
my ſelf? I do not find that Paul has left thee any Wages, 
and I am ſure he has left thee nothing elſe ; his Epiſtles are 
left to every Man. | 
Cler. Yes he has left Miniſters to wait upon G (1: |: 
nances in the Houſe of God. I am one of thoſe M k 
K Rua. Friend, as thou art a Chriſtian, thou mm 
ne Wl "ow that every Houle is alike to Almighty God, who filleth 
Heaven and Earth, and dwelleth not in Houſes made with ö 
Hands: And as to what you call Ordinances, thou knoweſk | 
tat the Apoſtle :adminiſtered none, Every Man did it for | 
| 8 2 bimſelf, ll 


1 
himſelf, and it was done from Houſe to Houſe. There were 
no bloody Sacrifices in the Religion of Jeſus, and conſequently 
no Prieſts, their only Office being to ſlay Beaſts. 

Cler. Dare you ſay that God has appointed no Body in 
his Charch to 22 and explain his Word? 

Qua. No; I neither do nor dare ſay it; and thou may'ſt ſpare 
thy big Words. He hath left every Man to preach it to ano- 
ther; nor doth it appear that thou haſt any more Call from 
him than every one of thy Pariſh hath. If thou wouldeſt re- 
ſemble the Apoſtles, go and preach to the Unconverted with- 
out Money, and without Price. Thy whole Pariſh believe 
in Chriſt already, as much as thou doeſt, and did before they 
knew thee. They have the Bible themſelves; and if thou 
- bringeſt them any Tidings that are not in it, and that they 
themſelves ſee not in it, they ought not to believe thee. 

Cler. You argue very infincerely with me. Juſt now you 
contended that I had none of St PauPs Gifts ; and now you 
would have me go without thoſe Gifts, and do what he did 
with them ; namely, travel over the World, and convert the 
Unconverted. 

Qua. No, I only would ſhew thee, that as thou doſt not 
reſemble him, thou art vain in pretending to ſucceed him; 
and ſo far I reaſon conſiſtently, as thou doſt weakly, if thou 
claimeſt all his Reverence without any of his Merit. 

Cler. I do not ſet up for the Abilities of St Paul; but til! 
have Qualifications ſuperior to Laymen. | 

Wyo. What are thoſe Qualifications ? 

Cler. I know Languages; I have had an Univerſity-Edu- 
cation; and 

Qua. All theſe are civil Qualifications, common to all 
Men, who would be at the Pains and Charge. Laymen un- 
derſtand Latin and Greek as well as thou doſt. The Goſpel 
wanteth no Embelliſhment from thoſe whom thou calleſt 
Virgil and Horace; and Chriſt crucified, is not ſonght nor 
found in Univerſities, nor indeed the Fleſh crucified. If I 
am not mifinformed; they abound with young Men who are 
too often Sinners, and with old Men who are no Saints. 
They are Schools of Words; but the Goſpel hath nothing to 
do with thy Logick and vain Philoſophy. 

Cler, J was going to tell you too, that I had ſtudied Di- 
vinity. 

Ole. Knoweſt thou any Divinity but what is in the Bible 
and have not I the Bible? I think, and am ſure, that it is a 
plain and intelligible Book, at leaſt as much of it as is mee! 
for a Chriſtian, and to turn it into Doubtfulneſs, and Diſpu- 


ration, and Science, and Gain, ſavoureth not of ng” 
its, 


1 

Clr. This is infolently ſaid: Who turns it into Gain? 

a. He who maketh a Gain of it; which is worſe than 
Infolence, whereof thou doſt groundleſly accuſe me. 

Cr. What, do you not declare againſt Preachers? 

Dug. I have already told thee, I do not: I would have all 
Men Preachers. 

Cler. Ay, Tinkers, and Taylors, and Coblers. 

x Friend, beware of thy Words : What were the Apo- 
files ? They were no Univerſity Gentry. - 

Cler. But you fay that we want the Apoſtles Gifts. 

Qua. I wiſh thou couldeſt confute me. However, we have 
all of us the Apoſtles Books; and can't thou mend them? 

Chr. No: But I can enforce them; and the Labourer is 
worthy of his Hire, if you will believe St Paul. 

Qua. But if he laboureth for himſelf, why ſhould I pay 
him ; I profit not by thy Labour; why ſhould'ſt thou profit 
by my Subſtance. I believe Paul ; but Paul hath given thee 
no Property in my Pigs and Barley. | 

Cler. But the Law has. 

Qua. The Law is not Paul. But I perceive, whoever is 
the Giver, thou wilt be the Taker. 

Cler. Sir, you are rude. 

Qua. How ? Becauſe I do thee Juſtice, 

Cler. Let me tell you, Sir, there is Reaſon in it, as well 
as Law. | 

Qua. Thy Intereſt may be Reaſon to thee : But thou wilt 


be-put to it, to give me a Reaſon for giving thee ſomething 


for nothing, | 

Cler. Don't you know that under the Law, the Prieſts 
had their Lot in the Land? 

Qua. Ves: But they were Jeroiſb Prieſts, or Sacrificers. 
Art thou a Few ? And doſt thou kill Cattle as they did? And 
would'ſt thou reconcile Judaiſm to Chriſtianity ? 

Cler. No ; I would only ſhew that it is reaſonable that 
Prieſts ſhould have a proper Appointment. 

Qua. I have already ſhewn thee the Unreaſonableneſs of 
having any Prieſts in Chriſtianity. 

Cer, In this you ſaucily differ from all the Societies of 
Chriſtians in the World. | 

Qua. I do not differ from Chriſtianity ; nor am I ſaucy in 
differing from thoſe that do. The bleſſed Jeſus bath left 
thee no Legacy, that I know of, nor ſo much as named thee 
in his Will. 1 

Cler. The Man grows profane. | 

* Thou meaneſt unanſwerable. Is it any Article 0: 
thy Creed, that Truth is profane? * 


— — 
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Cler. Your having no eſtabliſned Miniſters amongſt you, 
is enough to render your Sect odious to all ſorts of Chriſtians. 
Qua. We have Religion eſtabliſhed amongſt us. Is Religion 
odious in the Eyes, where there is not a Livelihood to be got 
out of it? We eſtabliſh no Clergy, leſt they ſhould difeſtabliſh 
the Peace and Purity of the Goſpel ; and whilſt our Preachers 
are under the Influence of the holy Spirit, we reckon they 
will ſeek no Money. We therefore do not keep Men in Pay, 
who ſell Speech. | FS win 
Cler. The Truth is, the Speeches uttered amongſt you are 
not worth buying. F* | 
Qua. Friend, no Speeches in the Houſe of God ought to 
be bought, nor the Tabernacle be turned into a Shop. Wh 
ſelleſt thou thine, which, as Report faith, are not alluring 


Freely you have received, freely give. Friend, what did the - 


Goſpel coſt thee ? Or why ſhould we purchaſe it at thy dear 
Price, when we have it in our Houſes in more Purity and 
Plaineſs than thou can'ſt give it ? 

Cler. Yes, and you underſtand it by the Spirit. 

Qua. Thou ſayeſt it. We truſt to the Spirit to direct us, 
who is promiſed to all that ask him. Thou truſteſt to Henry 
Hammond and Daniel Whitby for Direction. Whether art thou 
or we beſt directed? | 

Cler. I ſhall not believe that the Spirit is the Author of 
the Enthuſiaſm and Dreams that are found amongſt you. 

Qua. The carnal Man diſcerneth not the Things of God. Paul 
was called a Babbler by the Athenians, whoſe Prieſts, who 
were many, had no Illumination, but being Men of dark and 
voluptuous Minds, and feeding upon Sacrifices and Offerings, 
preferred Bacchus and his Grapes to the Spirit of Chriſt. 

Cler. The Compariſon you would infinuate is impudent and 
profane. | 

Qza. Friend, Meekneſs becometh a Preacher. . Thou haſt 
the Paſſion of a Prieſt, but not the Meekneſs of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, Why doſt thou fall upon me with bitter Words, 
for telling thee a Fact which, in Anſwer to thee, it was ne- 
ceſſary to tell. Is it profane to fay that the heathen Clergy 
took Offerings ? Nay, fince thou doſt urge me, doſt not thou 
take Offerings ? and did the Apoſtles take any'? I have put 
thce between theſe Prieſts and the Apoſtles, that by comparing 
thy ſelf wich both, thou may'ſt ſee whom thou reſembleſt 
moſt. | 

Cler. If this be not Profaneneſs, I know not what is. 

Qua. The Profaneneſs is not on my Side. 

E/er, Let me inform you, Sir, that for this ne, in 
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ſome Countries, you would have your Tongue cut out of your 
Head. | 
Qua. I know it, and praiſe God that I am not in thoſe 
Countries, and that thou can'ſt not bring thoſe Countries hi- 
ther. It is plain that thou approveſt their Barbarity, elſe why 
doſt thou think it due to me? I beg thou wouldſt not be pro- 


voked, if I mention to thee once 'more the Example of the 


Apoſtles : Where did they juſtify Savageneſs and Severity to 


any Man for any Opinion, or any Words? Where did they 


ever talk to Pagans as thou doſt to me, who am a Chriſtian, 
and endeavour to poſſeſs the "Temper of the Goſpel. 
Cle. Yes, You have a Form of Godlineſs : But --- 

Qua. Friend, in the firſt Place, judge not; and ſecondly, 
beware what thou ſayeſt againſt Forms, for thy own fake. 
 Cler. I fay, if your Preachers had Power, they would 
quickly find Texts for Perſecution, 9 

Qua: I gueſs thou judgeſt by thy ſelf; and thou judgeſt 
well, We know it ; and therefore give them no Power, nor 
the Sinews of Power. Pride and Impatience are inſeparable 
from it : It deſtroyeth all Humility, and maketh Men imperi- 
ous, and Perſecutors. Why are the Popiſh Prieſts more cruel 
and miſchievous than Proteſtant Prieſts, but becauſe they have 
more Power? And why is the Pope the moſt miſchievous of 
all Prieſts, but becauſe he hath moſt Power ? | 

Cler. You carry every Thing too far. Preachers of the 
Goſpel ought to be kept above Contempt. | 

Qua. Friend, they who are rich in ſpiritual Things, want 
no other Riches to ſa ve them from Contempt; and they who 
are rich without theſe, ought to be contemned. Riches may 
render them formidable ; but Piety only, and a holy Conver- 
fation, can make them reverenced. Revenues do not place 
them above Contempt, but only encourage them to deſpiſe 
the People. The Poverty of the Apoſtles was great Part of 
their Glory. 4 

Cler. Of all People I think the Quakers have the leaſt Pre- 
tence to glory in their Poverty. | | 

Qua. Thou ſeemeſt in this to aim at being ſevere, but I feel 
it not. Our moderate Wealth is the Effect of our honeſt In- 


duſtry, and we are not aſhamed of it. 


Cler. As well you might, if you got it by your Preaching. 
Qua. I do not find that thou art aſhamed, and yet thy In- 
come is great this Way. 

Cler. Then you make Compariſons ? 

Qua. Aſſuredly, no; thy Motives and ours are not akin, 

Cler. I warrant you preach by the Spirit. 

Que. How preacheſt thou? by the Sheet? CN 
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Cler. T read my Sermons, to avoid Incoherenees. 

Qua. Thou needeſt not, hadſt thou the Spirit; it would 
help thy Infirmities. 

Cler. Does the Spirit help you to your low Language, and 
your filly Repetitions ? 

Qua. If Repetitions are filly, why ſhutteſt not thou thy 
Common-Prayer Book, which aboundeth therein? And as to 
your Language, if the Spirit were a Dealer in Style, why doth 
Paul write ſuch bad Greek, as the Learned fay ? But I can tell 
thee, we have many Men amongſt us, who preach in as decent 
Language, and as free from Tautologies, as any that thou 
canft read out of thy Note-Book. I could mention the diffe- 
rent Efficacy too, and the manifeſt Diſintereſtedneſs of ou} 
Preachers; but I ſpare thee. 

Cler. Spare me ! I fear you not. | 

Qua. Why, truly, nor I thee, ſince thou defieſt me. I 
have found thee no terrible Adverſary, which may not be the 
Fault of the Man. Thy Biſhop would not do better, tho' his 
Pay is greater. | | 

Cler. It is too true, he could not : Reaſon is thrown away 
upon you, and ſuch as you. | 

Qua. To deal freely with thee, as I am not the richer, fo 
neither art thou the poorer, for any Reaſon thou haſt thrown 
away upon me. : $44 

Cler. Where Men pretend to the Spirit, it is vain to argue 
with them. | | 

Qua. Then why doſt thou? But eſpecially why flouteſt 
thou the Spirit ? 

Cler. I hope there is a wide Difference between the Spirit 
of God and the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm. | 

Qua. Doubtleſs there is; but I would be glad to hear thee 
explain the Difference. | 
_ Cler. The ſame Difference as between a good Underſtand- 
ing and a wild hot Imagination. | | 

Qua. Thy Words ſound well, but thy Reaſoning is naught. 
Is not the Goſpel above the beſt Underſtanding ? and was 
it not to the Greek Philoſophers Fooliſhneſs? They had as 

much Senſe as thou or thy Biſhop, and knew their own 
Language better; but could not comprehend: the Incarnation 
and Crucifixion of Chriſt the Lord, nor original Sin and the 
Reſurrection. The Light of the Spirit hath therefore no 
Analogy with the natural Underſtanding, as you your ſelves 
contend, when you would confute or puniſh People for fol- 
lowing their Reaſon, and departing from your Syſtems. I 
muſt tell thee too, that the Spirit warmeth both the Heart 
and the Imagination; for which Cauſe Feſtus ey 
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Paul mad, and the firſt Chriſtians ſought Martyrdom. And 
If — 

Cler. Be ſhorter ; we ſee you can preach. 

Qua. If I do, 'tis Truth without Tythes, and can but 
half offend thee. | 

Cler. Mighty witty ! I juſt mentioned Preaching, and pre- 
ſently Tythes muſt be brought in for Company. 

Qua. Why, doſt thou like them aſunder? | 
* og Fiddle faddle, what has all this to do with Enthu- 

ſm 2 

Qua. Nothing ; and wherefore didſt thou begin it ? T have 
ſhewn thee thy weak Reaſoning about Enthuhaſm : What 
fayeſt thou in Anſwer ? | 

Cler. That the Quakers are Enthuſiaſts. 

Qua. And giveſt no Reaſon. Is it thus thou convinceſt 
Gainſayers, and edifieſt thy Flock? | 

Cler. My Flock won't come to you for Edification. 

Qua. It is well for thee that they do not. But to keep 
thee to the Point, if I can; I tell thee, that we are no En- 
thuſiaſts, and I will give thee a Reaſon : We pretend to no 
more of the Spirit than influences our ACtions, and our 
Actions are ſober and rational. Haſt thou found in me the 
Speech and wild Behaviour of an Enthufiaſt ? | 

Cler. You have no ill Knack at Prating. 

ua, Friend, my Prating coſteth no Man any thing. 

Chr. Though tis enriched with the Spirit. 

Qua. I thank thee; thou giveſt a Reaſon why it ſhould 
coſt nothing. The Spirit is not bought nor ſold, nor are the 
Works of the Spirit : Wherefore he neither receives Fees, nor 
claimeth Dues. Simon Magus, who traded in Conjuration 
and Spells, was profanely for making a Commodity of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and offered Money for him, doubtleſs with a 
Defign to make more. "Thou knoweſt his Doom ; and yet, 
Friend, there are many Simon Magus's in the World ; yea, 
worſe than Simon Magus. There be many who raiſe great 
Revenues out of the Spirit ; yea, and have him not. 

Cler. Who goes from the Point noW? Mk, 

Qua. I do not. I feared thou wouldeſt think me too much 
in the Point. We were ſpeaking of the Spirit. 2 

Cler. Which you think you have. How do you know it ? 

Qua. There is but one Way, I feel him. | 

Cler. But how ſhall I be fatisfied of that? 

ua. The ſame Way , thou muſt firſt feel him too. 
Cler. So fay all the Enthuſiaſts in the World. 
Qua. Friend, are all who have the Spirit Enthuſiaſts f 
Ny . 
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Qua. How doſt thee diſtinguiſh ? 
Cler. By their Works. | 8 | 
Qua. Thou ſayeſt well. Now by what Work of ours do 
we appear to be Enthuſiaſts? We are ſober in Society, ſober 


in our Families: We fear God, and have an awful Reve- 


rence for his Name and Power, and for this we continually 
read the Scriptures which teſtify of him ; inſomuch that, for 
this our Love to the Bible, ſome of thy Brethren laugh us 
to Scorn, and ſcoffingly ſay, that we are Bible mad. We 
faſt and we pray in private, and preach and pray in our re- 
ligious Aſſemblies, and we have univerſal Charity. We open 
our Purſes cheerfully for the Support of the Publick; we are 
dutiſul Subjects and meddle not in Factions; we maintain 
all our own Poor, and contribute not the leſs to thine ; and 
even the Clergy have Part of our Subſtance. Seeſt thou in 


this true Character the Marks of Enthuſiaſm? 


Cler. You indeed maintain a fair Outſide. 

Qua. Canſt thou ſee farther ? 

Cler. I can ſee your ghoſtly Hum-mings and Haw-ings. 

Qua. Is it not as eaſy for thee to call them Sighs and Groans, 
which cannot be uttered ; whereof thou muſt have read, but 
ſeemeſt not to underſtand ? | 

Cler. Why, who can underſtand the Uſe of your filent 
Meetings ? 


Qa. We do, and thou mayeſt. Friend, our Devotion 


and holy Exerciſes are not taken out of a Book, but begin 
firſt at the Heart; and when the Heart dictateth not, we 
ſpeak not. Our Godlineſs is not performed like a Play, by 
Rehearſal. 

. Cher. This is a villainous Reflexion upon the Common- 


Prayer. 

Qu. Thou makeſt it then, I am only defending the 
Religious Worſhip of the People called Quaters; and I have 
defended it. I do not revile thy Church-Exerciſe : Why re- 
vileſt thou me ? 

Cler. Who are they that perform their Devotion by Re- 


hearſal, like a Play? 


Qua. We do not: And is it not lawful to fay, We do 
not? Knoweſt thou any that do? 

Cler, We have a Form of Prayers, the beſt that ever was 
compoſed, and find great Devotion in it. Ee 

Qua. I rejoice in it; I like all Devotion that is paid to 
God, and warranted by the Scriptures. I find no Fault with 
thine ; only it is not meet for me, who find more Fervency 
in my own, and more Edification, And what is the End of 
Deyotion but Edification ? 8 on 


( 27 ) 

Cir. Yes, the Glory of God. | 

Qua. God is not glorified, where Men are not edified. 
Hence every Man wk glorify God his own Way. 

Cler. What, in an erroneous Way ? | 

Qua. Thoſe are Words. No Man errs who pleaſes God ; 
who is, doubtleſs, pleaſed with our beſt Endeavours to pleaſe 
him : Knoweſt thou any better Rule ? 

Cler. Yes, the Rule of Certainty. 

Qua. This is Certainty. Other Certainty than this is not 
found amongſt Men, who muſt all anſwer for themſelves ; 
and therefore muſt all worſhip God, as each thinks beſt. 

Cler. Which would introduce a thorough Anarchy in 
Worſhip. | 
Qua. So there is in Faces; and what Harm enſueth ? God 
made Faces different ; canſt thou make them uniform ? 

Cler. No; but Minds are different from Faces. The 
Mind may be altered by Reaſoning. 

Qua. Sometimes for the worſe, as well as the better ; and 
ſo may Faces be altered by good or bad Keeping. But thou 
mayeſt depend upon it, Minds will always vary as infinitely 
as Faces ; and for ought I know, more, as their Subſtance 1s 
more delicate and quick, and knoweth no particular Figure 
and Dimenſions, 
Cler. There is, however, no Harm in reaſoning with them. 
Qua. I concur with thee, if that Reaſoning be free from 
Deceit, the next worſt Thing to Violence, which ought never 
to be employed about the Mind, which it can never change. 
Cler. But in caſe of Obſtinacy and Diſobedience, what 
Remedy is there ? | 

Qua. None. God only can judge the Heart; which he 
only can ſee. Thou mayeſt think me obſtinate : But I de- 
$ clare fincerely I am not; and thou in Charity oughteſt to 
believe me. If thou doſt not, thou art not a good Chriſtian ; 
and if thou wouldeft puniſh me, thou art no Chriſtian. I do 
not think that thou art obſtinate, and adhereſt to Opinions 
which thou diſlikeſt; and I would not hurt a Hair of thy 
Head, no, not though I thought thee obſtinate. | 
a Cler. This is plauſibly ſaid: But God keep me out of thy 

ower. | 92 

Qua. I defire not to have thee in my Power: I know the 
Frailty of human Nature, and the Deceitfulneſs of Power, 
which perhaps I might abuſe. Wherefore I would neither 
bave thee in mine, nor be my ſelf ſubject unto thine. 

Cler. Ay, but you are only a private Man. 

Qua. Friend, all Chriſtians, as Chriſtians, are private Men. 
There is neithex High nor Low in Chriſtianity, but in the 
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Degrees of Chriſtian Perfections; and to found Dominion in 
Grace, is indeed Fanaticiſm, as the Clergy, in their Diſputes 
with the Preſbyterians, have juſtly called it. 

Cler. Ay, but they meant Civil Power. 

Qua. Knoweſt thou any Power in Society but Civil Power? 
Cler. Ves, certainly, Power Eccleſiaſtical. 
Qua. What to do? | 
Cler. To coerce and puniſh Offenders againſt the Laws of 
the Church. | 
Qua. What, in their Bodies and Property? 
Cler. Without doubt. | 
Qua. And is not this manifeſt Ciyil Power ? 
Cler. Yes, in its Effect. | 
Qua. Then it is in Effect, and in Truth, and entirely, 

Civil Power, which Chriſtianity is a Stranger unto; and 
which is an Enemy to Chriſtianity, when it meddleth there- 
with. 

Cler. How ! are we not all ſubject to the Laws of the 

Church ? 

Qua. To the Laws of Chriſt, if thou pleaſeſt ; my Con- 
ſcience knoweth no other Maſter : Doth thine ? | 

Cler. No: But my Conſcience tells me that there ought to 
be ſpiritual Governors in the Church. 5 

Qua. Governors are Maſters; and the Conſcience cannot 
be maſtered. 

Cler. What, not directed? 5 

Qua. If by Direction thou meaneſt Inſtruction, this hath 
no Relation to Government. And all Men that can inſtruct, 
ought to inſtruct. | 

Cler. What, without a Call ? 

Qua. To be able, is a ſufficient Call; and no Call ſuffi- 
lent without Ability. 

Cler. But who ſhall judge of that Call? 

Qza. He who hath it, and they to whom he miniſtreth. 

Cler. The common People are rare Judges ! 

Qua. The commoneſt Man is a good , whether he 
be edified by his Preacher, or not, 

Cer. Perhaps they are both Enthuſiaſts. | 

Qua. They may be pious Chriſtians for all that: If their 
Affections be good toward God, they will certainly be faved. 

Cler. Nay, I don't wonder at your Charity for Enthufiaſts : 
It is but natural. | 

Qua. I have Charity for all Men, as every true Chriſtian 
hath, even for thee. Art thou an Enthuſiaſt ? 

Cler. No: I am a Member of the Church of oo 
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Qua. Shew it by thy Charity. Thou haſt neither Charity 
nor Underſtanding, if thou wouldeſt exclude all Enthuſiaſts 
from Chriſt's Church. | 

Gler. They exclude themſelves. 

Qua. Thy Cenſure is paſſionate and cruel. No Man 
chooſeth to be an Enthufiaſt, nor knows that he is. Wouldeft 
thou damn him for invincible Weakneſs ? 

Cler. What ſhall I do with him, if he will not be re- 
claimed ? 

Qua. That is Part of his Weakneſs, and thou haſt nothing 
to do with him. What wouldeſt thou have to do, where thou 
canſt do nothing ? Thoſe who have Conſcience, know that 
it is not to be commanded nor plied. 

Cler. A Whipping-Poſt has ſometimes worked great Cures 
that way. 

Qua. Upon Hypocrites. Doſt thou reckon Conſcience an 
Evil? and would a Whipping-Peſt cure thee of thine ? 

Cler. You are an unmannerly Fellow. 

Qua. Would that were the worſt I could fay of thee ! 

Cler. Sir, what can you ſay of me? ; 
Qua. What I will not fay. I do not like thy Example fo 
well as to follow it; nor will I fulfil the Character that thou 
giveſt of me. I will only aſſure thee, that thou art not quali- 
fied to rebuke unmannerly Language ; and that for my ſelf, I 
would rather want Breeding than Charity. 

Cler. I perceive my Cenſure of your Brethren, the Enthu- 
ſiaſts, touches you, 

Qua. With Compaſſion for thee, who art the greateſt En- 
thuſiaſt that I ever met with. 

Cler. Hey day ! Mr Pert; what, is your Head turned? 

Qua. I am going to ſhew thee that thine is: For Reaſon- 
ing hath no manner of Effect upon thee ; and thou reckoneſt 
every Man who is out of thy Favour, to be moreover out of 
the Favour of God. All which is manifeſt Enthufiaſm, and 
the worſt Part of Enthuſiaſm, the Enthuſiaſm of Monks and 
Derviſes, of Bigots and Perſecutors of ail Sides and Sorts. 

Cler. Thou art a very merry Fellow. 

Qua. I am not merry: Thou makeſt me melancholy to 
ſee ſuch an Antichriſtian Spirit in thee. 

Cler. Are you really in earneſt, when you charge me with 
Enthuſtaſm ? | 

Qua. Thou chargeſt thy ſelf, by declaring for Perſecution ; 
a Crime againſt the very Eſſence of Chriſtianity. If thou art 
not an Enthufiaſt thou art worſe. | 

Cler, Why, I tell you, I am an Enemy to Enthuſiaſts. 
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Qua. In that very Thing thou art one. Thou art an En- 
thufiaſt againſt Enthuſiaſm. If Enthuſiaſts hurt not thee, why 
ſhouldeſt thou be their Enemy? 

Cler. J am ſure you talk like a wild Enthuſiaſt. | 

Qua. So thou ſayeſt, but thou proveſt nothing. I talk a- 
gainſt Perſecution, | | 

Cler. To puniſh Diſobedience to our Spiritual Governors, 
is, forſooth, Perſecution. 

Qua. I thought I had already ſhewn thee the Vanity of th 
Language about Spiritual Governors, which Words contradi 
each other. None bur God can govern the Spirit of Man. 
All Government amongſt Men is human Government, which 
meddleth only with the Peace and Property of Society : When 
it would controul the Conſciences of Men, it invadeth the Ju- 
riſdiction, and uſurps the Prerogative of the Almighty, and 
is guilty of Perſecution. | 

Cler. But don't you diſturb the Peace of the Church, which 
is Part of the Government ? | 

Qua, We our ſelves are Part of the Church of Chriſt, and 
give no Diſturbance to the reſt ; and if thy Pride be diſturbed 
at our Chriſtian Liberty, the Scripture condemneth thee. We 
cannot, as we are Chriſtians, ſacrifice our Conſciences to any 
Man's Ambition. Can a peaceable Compliance with private 
Conſcience diſturb any Man who hath the Spirit of Chriſt ? 
The Buſineſs of Religion is to find a Way to Heaven: Art 
thou diſturbed becauſe I chooſe that which appears the ſhorteſt, 
and which is to me the only comfortable Way? 

Cler. But if you be in a wrong Way, and I would com- 
pel you into the right Way ; I do you no Injury but real 
Service. | 

Qua. Friend, haſt thou ever been there? And have not I 
the ſame written Directions from the inſpired Men of God 
as thou haſt, about the Length and Difficulty of the Road ? If 
thou wouldeſt take my divine Rules for Travelling out of my 
Hand, or force thy ſelf upon me for a Guide, and drive me 
into a Road which I do not find in my Book, and make me 
pay for all this ; I ſhall ſuſpect thee for mine Enemy, and for 
a Freebooter, who wouldeſt carry me out of the Way into a 
Wilderneſs, to rob me. Let me ask thee a Queſtion : Wouldeſt 


thou be compelled to accompany me in my Journey Heaven- 


ward? 


Cler. No, faith, for two unanſwerable Reaſons : Firſt, you | 


are not going thither. 

Qua. ] dare neither think or ſay the like of thee : Only thy 
Road is not my Road. 5 | 
(ler. Secondly, you have no Warrant to compel me. 


Qua. 
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Qua. Thou ſpeakeſt Truth: No Man hath a Warrant to 
force Faith, or to carry another Man's Conſcience. 

Cler. But you allow me a Right to direct Conſcience. 

Qua. Yes, if it liketh thy Direction. I have the ſame 
Right. 

Cher. You have Self-Conceit in Abundance. 

Qua. When thou art free from it, thy Rebuke may be ſea- 
ſonable. I think I have Impartiality too: my Religion bring- 
eth me no Rents, I only ſeek Salyation from it. 

Cler. Smart again. 

Qua. Doſt thou feel it? 

Cler, If I do, I ought to bear it, you know, from a Teacher. 

Qua. I wiſh thou wert one. I am ſure thou haſt hitherto 
taught me nothing. I have fully confuted all thy Propoſitions, 
and thou haſt not anſwered mine. 

Cler. Vou are too wiſe a Man to be confuted or convinced. 
Qua. By thy Arguments, undoubtedly. 

Cler. By any Arguments. 

Qua. That are inſufficient. 

Cler. In ſhort, you are the moſt incorrigible Sect living. 

Qua. And art not thou vain to endeavour to correct what 
thou ſayeſt cannot be corrected ? 

Cler. I would, at leaſt, do my Duty, and fave your Soul, 
if I could. | 

Qua. My Soul is ſafe in the Blood of Chriſt. Knoweſt thou 
any other Safety ? 

Cler. Your Safety will fail you, if you do not worſhip him 
in a proper Manner. | 

Qua. I believe in him, I pray to him, and to God through 
him; I pray for his Spirit, I ſeek his Will in his Word, and 
beg for Light to underſtand it, and praiſe him for it; and I 


live ſoberly. Is not this the Whole of Religion, and of Reli- 


gious Worſhip ? Canſt thou teach me any better? 
Cler. If you were to be taught, I could teach you to wor- 


ſhip him decently. 


Qua. Thou meaneſt, I ſuppoſe, to bow at Sounds, to make 
Legs to a Table, and to 20 after thee. This is not religious 


Worſhip, but a Task which any Infidel can perform; nay, 


we have Creatures amongſt us that are not rational, and yet 
can perform it. | 

Cler, Was there ever ſuch profane Buffoonery ? 

Qua. Why truly I think not. 

Cler. None but a Pagan could jeſt thus with ſacred Things. 

Qua. Thou art miſtaken, Friend; Pagans reckon them 
facred, and ſolemnized in their Temples a Number of merry 


Motions, which were a Jeſt to the primitive Chriſtians. 


Cler. 
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Cher. Good Things are not the worſe for being abuſed by 
the Heathens. | 

Qua. True, nor fooliſh Things the wiſer for being uſed by 
Chriſtians. _ 

Cler, What, do you call the Ceremonies of our Holy 
Church fooliſh ? | 

Qua. No, but to me they are not edifying. 

Cler. To me they ate, but your Heart is hardened, 

Qua. Do not Things that are edifying ſoften the Heart? 
elſe what are they good for ? 

Cler. Grace muſt go along with them. a 

Qua. Friend, won't Grace do without Ceremonies ? Who- 

ever hath Grace, is already edified: And cannot I pray for 
Grace without Ceremonies ? | 1 

Cler. Our Church has eſtabliſhed them as neceſſary to De 1 
cency and Edification. Has the Authority of the Church no 
Weight with you? 

Wa. Yes, great Weight, where ſhe erreth not. 

Cler. Of which you pretend to judge. 

Qua. Doſt thou follow any Church without knowing why? 


Cler. No. | | 
Qua. Then every Man ought to judge of every Church, as 
thou doſt ; by ſeparating from every Church but thy own; 


doubtleſs becauſe thou art moſt edified by her: And when ſhe } 
edifieth me alſo, I will alſo: join with her. 
ae You ought to join with her: She is the Eſtabliſhed n 
urch. 
2. If ours were eſtabliſhed, wouldeſt thou join with us? 2 
Clr. How ! I join with Fanaticks ! me 
Qua. It becomneth not me to return ill Language; but it is 80 
plain that thou valueſt not Eſtabliſnments; and why would- 
eſt thou expect it from others, and ſet up Duty againſt Con- 
ſcience ? | te 
Cler. Conſcience ! Cant! 
Qua. By our Conſcience we muſt pleaſe God]; but if it of- 
fendeth thee, I will call it by another Name ; I will call it 60 
Opinion. Now, ſuppoſe I differ in Opinion with thee and 4 
thy Church, wouldeſt thou have me be an inſincere Man, a do 


Hypocrite, and a Lyar, by declaring my ſelf of thy Opinion, 
when I am not. 3 
Cler. No, but | 
Have Patience: I have another Queſtion to put to 
thee . Wouldeſt thou have me change my Mind, when J 
cannot change it ? 1 1 bo 
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Cler. No Man ſhall tell me that it is impoſſible for him to 
be of the true Religion. | 

Qua. I am of the true Religion, and fo thinks every Man; 
it being every Man's neareſt Intereſt to be of the beſt. 

Cler. A Medley of Religions is pernicious to Society. 

Qza. Pernicious (if thou pleaſeſt) to the Pride of Men, 
who would ride upon Society over the Belly of Conſctence. 
But what hath human Society to do with what is in the 
Heart of Man concerning a future State, wherewith there can 
be no human Commerce ? Human Society indeed ſhould be- 
ware of thoſe Men who, under Colour of conduCting them 
to the other World, would engroſs this ; of Men who would 
make the whole Body Politick their Slaves and Tenants ; and 
would take ſo much Care of Poſtures and Opinions, as to 
leave them nothing but Poſtures and Opinions to take Care of. 

Cler. A fine Harangue, truly! Who are the terrible Fel- 
lows that do or would do all this ? 

Qua. All who would bear no Religion in the World but 
their own. The Popiſh Clergy have done it ; and all other 
Clergy, who make the ſame Demands upon Society that they 
do, would do it. Do not all thy High Brethren make the 
ſame Demands, and contend for all the Tyranny, and 
Wealth, and Pomp of Popery ! 

Cler. I am not for Popery : But I am for the Church's 
having all her own Power and Lands. 

Qua. That is, thou art for the worſt Parts of Popery, but 
not for Popery. Friend, Religion claimeth neither Power 
nor Lands : Our Saviour had none, the Apoſtles had none, 
and we claim none; and we cannot interfere with Society, 
Oy do who demand every thing that is great and good in 

iety. 

Cle A pretty Fellow to regulate Society 
2 I meddle not with Society: I only deſire its Pro- 
tection, 

Cler. What have you to do then with Church- Lands? 
Qua. Nothing. What haſt thou? They were robbed 
from the Laiety by the Popiſh Monks. Art thou one? 
At the Reformation the Laiety reſumed them again : And 
doth the Church of Chriſt condemn the Reformation? Or, 


what hath ſhe to do with the Cheats and Robberies of Monks, 


but to condemn them ? 

Cler. I hope you will allow us to keep what the Law gives 

US, n 

Qua. But why claimeſt thou more? And hath not the Law 

that gave, a Power to take away ? | 
Cr. I dare fay, you do _ mean your own Eſtate. 


Qus. 
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Qua. Yes ſurely, if I robbed the Publick to get it, or turned 
the 7 of che Publick to the publick Detriment. 
Cler. Have 790 the Impudence to ſay that the Clergy do fo ? 
Qua. Friend, there are Clergy who do ſo; who for their 
- own Ptide and Debaucheries ſtarve the Laiety that feed their 
Luxury; who receive all their Power and Revenues fron: the 
Laiety, and leave the Laiety none. And there are others who 
have great Benefices for the Exerciſe of Religious Functions, 
and never exerciſe any; but convert them into Sine Cures, 
or leave them to a Hiteling. This, Friend, is worſe than 
Impudence, whereof I am not guilty. Does the Spirit call 
them to this ? For, if I am not deceived, you all declare your 
ſelves called by the Spirit. 
Cler. 1 know you are nibbling at our keeping Curates, and 
yet you keep a Bailiff upon your Eſtates. "ATE! 
Dua. Ves; and Iwill turn him out, if he negle&t my Af- 
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{ 
fairs, or truſt them to a Carter. How doſt thou like the Ex- | 
ample? It is of thy own chooſing. And thou putteſt the * 
Cure of precious Souls, for which Chriſt died, upon the ſame q 
Foot with the Care of Corn and Cattle, which Men eat; and = 
upon 2 worſe Foot, if thou wilt not ſuffer us to chooſe our 
ſpiritual Bailiffs. | | 


Cler. And ſo you would have the fame Authority over 14 
Clergymen, as over your Plough- men. Mighty Civil! = 5 
ua We maintain both, but at very unequal Wages. Ss £0 
Where would be the Incivility or Injuſtice of laying out our : 
own Money for our own Uſe ? 8 
Cler. Then the Church might ſtarve ſor you? Si 
ua. Friend, thou mayeſt be learned, but thou art very ig- - " 
norant. The Church of Chriſt cannot ſtarve, becauſe it liveth © © 
not upon Meats, and Drink, and Money. ti 
Cler. Nor conſiſts of ſolemn Faces, prim Cravats, plain | tf 
Coats, and broad Hats. V. 
Qua. Thou ſpeakeſt Truth, notwithſtanding thy Intention. V 
ler. Then why are you ſingular in your Habits ? 
ua, Why art thou ? | 
' Cler. I am a Miniſter of the Goſpel. an 
Qua. Which never gave thee that Tippit, nor that long L. 
and unhariy Coat with many Plaits. 2 | de 
Cler. But it is-decent. | | | Pe 
Qa. My Coat is more decent, and would become thee bet- | M 
ter. It is plain and warm, and hath no long Train, nor vain K 
Superfluic ies. | £ Er 
ma 


Cler. That ſolemn Gate end Mein too is very becoming. 
Qua. Wouldeſt thou have me cut Capers, and practiſe 

Smiles? 
Cler. 
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| Cler. And be ſure never alter the Figure of that broad Hat. 
Qua. It is not broader than thine, 
Cler. I tell you I am a Miniſter. | 
Qua. Thy Hat is none, and I make no miniſterial Uſe of 
mine. I do not go to my Neighbour,, and ſay: Neighbour, I 


demand the Tenth of thy Subſtance, by Virtue of this broad Hat. 
Cler. Sir, who does ? 


ua. Friend, thou art very paſſionate. T am only defend- 
ing my Hat, whereof I make no other Uſe but to keep my 
Head warm. Lg 

Cler. Why don't you pull it off upon Occaſion. 


Qua. I do upon proper Occaſion, that is, when I ſeek God. 
Cler. But never to Man. 


Qua. Therefore I do not, becauſe I do it only to God, I 
think that the Acts of Worſhip, which we pay unto God, 
ought not to be confounded with Ceremonies of Civility paid 
unto Men. Thou boweſt at the Name of Jeſus, doſt thou 
bow alſo at the Name of the King? | 
. Cle. But you are inconſiſtent with your ſelves. Your Style 
to God and Man is the fame, and you thee and thou them both 
alike. | | | 

Qua. We ſpeak properly, to one God as one God, to one 
Man as one Man. Fhou art more inconſiſtent with thy ſelf. 
Thou reckoneſt thee and thou difreſpectful to Man: Why uſeſt 
thou the ſame Language to God? 

Cler. It is the Scripture Style. | 

Qua. To Man as well as to God. Beſides, Friend, let me 
tell thee, that the uſing the plural Number to fingle Perſons, 
was begun in Flattery to Princes and great Men ; as was alſo 
the Ceremony of the Hat and the Knee, and came io be prac- 
tiſed as Marks of Adoration paid to Men, who were thereby 
ſet up in God's Stead 3 and where they cannot go that Length, 
yet they feed natural Pride, and make Differences amongſt 
Men, where Nature. hath made none. 

Cler. We do not uſe them as Marks of Adoration. In, 

Qua. I believe thee ; but ſtill they are Marks of Inſincerity, 


and of a Submiſſion which is not due from Man to Man. 


Friend, theſe civil Ceremonies are of evil Efficacy, and apt to 
deceive the Mind into a flaviſh and ſuperſtitious Veneration for 
Perſons. They make unnatural Diſtances in Society, and ſet 
Men too far above and below one another. By ſuch Steps 


Kings came to be worſhipped as Gods; as ſeveral of the Roman 


Emperors formerly, and lately thy Friend Louis was deified by 
many of thy French Brethren. | 
Cer, Does the Light within teach you all this? 

2 


Qua. 
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Cr. You are an impudent Man. Is it from your inward 


of the Spirit, but I deny that you have it. 


| Haſt Charity, though I ſee it not. But I will abide by thy 
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Qua. My natural Light, which thou calleſt Reaſon, ſufficeth 

to confute thee. The other Light ſeemeth to be withheld from 

thee, and therefore thou mockeſt it; it better becomes a Chri- 
ſtian to pray for it. 


Light that you reproach me, as if I were not a Chriſtian ? 
Qua. Thou art very tender. I do not reproach thee with 
any ſuch Thing; but I am ſure that Chriſtianity teacheth no 
Man to deny the inward Light, and to wax angry and revile. 
Cler, I do not deny that there is ſuch a Thing as the Light 


Dua, Thy Cenſure is raſh. How knoweſt thou what i: 
within me ? 

Cler. By what comes out of you. 

Qua. I judge not of thee by the ſame Rule; I hope thou 


Rule in Relation to my ſelf. What haſt thou heard me utter 
but the Words of Truth and Soberneſs ? 
Cler. Not a Word of the Spirit, I am ſure. | 
Qua. Knoweſt thou him? If thou doſt, thou muſt know \ 
that he is the Author of Truth. 
Cler. But not of Saucineſs and Schiſm. : 
ua. True, Doctor; and therefore the Quakers do not ſau- 
cily inſult, nor uncharitably damn all thoſe, or any of thoſe 
who differ from them. That is the only Antichriſtian Schiſm, 
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2 damneth all Men as Schiſmaticks, except its own cruel F 
lub. 
Cler. A ſmart Caſuiſt, I'll aſſure you, to vindicate the Qua- 0 
kers from Schiſm ! jc 
Qua. I wiſh thou couldſt vindicate thy ſelf as well upon 
the ſame pious and benevolent Principle. 
Cler. What, do you charge the eſtabliſhed Church with ti 
Schiſm ? ſt 
Qua. God forbid ; I only wiſh thee, and ſuch as are like te 
thee, a more peaceable and more merciful Spirit. Thou art 21 
not the eſtabliſhed Church. | 
Cer. And dare you fay that the Quakers are not Schiſma- 
ticks ? Gi OL 
Qua. Yes, certainly; I think that all good Men, of all Pro- 
ſeſſions, will be ſaved. This is Charity; I ſeparate from no t 


Church out of Pride or Intereſt, and am therefore no Schiſ- 
matick. | 

Cir. And herein, I ſuppoſe, the Spirit is your Voucher. 
Qu. I deſire no other, and can have no other for the 
Thoughts of my Heart, 


Cer. 


6 
Chr. For which we are to take your Word, for I think you 
never take Oaths. 5 5 
Qua. The Scripture forbiddeth us to ſwear at all. 
Cler. It forbids profane Curſing and Swearing. 
Qua. Doctor, it forbids all Swearing, 5 
Cler. But the Solemnity of an Oath in the Preſence of God 
is an Act of Religion. 
Qua. All Speaking is in the Preſence of God, and ſpeaking 
the Truth is an Act of Religion. When we are called upon 
to give our Teſtimony to the Truth, we never refuſe it. 
Cler. I ſhould be ſorry to have my Property depend upon 
your Affirmation. | | 
Qua. If I am a good Man, thou needeſt not diſtruſt me; 
If TI am a bad Man, my Oath will not ſecure thee. 
Cler, I believe, indeed, the Affirmation and Oath of a 
Quaker are much alike. 
Qua. They ought to be alike amongſt all Chriſtians, and 
all moral Men; and therefore let thy Meaning be ever ſo 
bitter, thou giveſt an honourable Teſtimony to Friends. I 
hope thou findeſt the ſame Faithfulneſs and Sincerity amongſt 
thine. Is not the Word of a Churchman as good as his Oath ? 
Cler. J hope better than a Quaker's, at leaſt. a 
Qua. Not if a Quaker ſpeaketh the Truth. 
Cler. That F was well put in. | | 
Qua. Be it ſo; though thou mighteſt have ſpared thy Re- 
proach, by which thou won't gain nothing. None of us have 
been accuſed of falſe Evidence, and doubtleſs thou haſt heard 
of many Churchmen puniſhed with publick Infamy for Per- 
jury. | | 
Cler. IT ſuppoſe you do the Thing more ſlyly. 
249. I thank thee for allowing us to have more Diſcre- 
tion than thy Diſciples : If they have, at leaſt, as few Re- 
ſtraints, and more Folly than we have, how are they bet- 
tered by thy Teaching? and how is their Oath better than 
our Affirmation? 
Cler. I cannot anſwer for Profligates. 
Qua. Nor oughteſt thou to ſuſpect us for Profligates with- 
out Cauſe. | X 
Cler. I muſt beg leave not to value a Quaker's Affirmation 
# much as a Churchman's Oath. 
Qua. I will value it as much without leave. Friend, are 
thy Brethren more loyal by taking Oaths, than Men of our 
Perſuaſion are without taking any? 
Cier. ll take my Oath that thou art a ſaucy Fellow. 9 
ua. I am not ſo the more for that. But is that thy beſt 
Anſwer? 


1 
Anſwer ? I could eaſily have given thee the fame, had it been 
ſuitable to good Manners. * 

Cler. Manners! © my Sides! Why you are the moſt un- 
mannerly of all Sects: So-unmannerly, that there is no living 
with you; and all that do, deſpiſe you. _ 8 8 
__ "Due. Friend, I in particular have given thee no Cauſe for 
thy Accuſation, nor for thy Contempt; and what thou ſayeſt 
of us in general, thou ſayeſt paſſionately, and it comes from 
Prejudice, or ill Information, In Penſilvania, where we have 
the Power, we do not moleſt nor revile any Man of any Re- 
ligion; and thou thy ſelf, for all thy intemperate Spirit, 
mighteſt live there with full Freedom. 

_ Cher. I live amongſt you! I live amongſt Fanaticks ! 

Qua. I do not invite thee. There are no Tithes there to 
allure, but there are Indians to convert. How likeſt thou 
the Employment, and the Terms thereof ? 

Cler. Sir. I have no Call there; I have Employment in 
my. own Pariſh. 

Qua. I hope thou had'ſt a Call thither. | 

Cler. Yes, Mr Pert, to preſerve Peace and religious Order ; 
though you are an Enemy to all Order. | 

Qua. Thou haſt not a more orderly Man in thy Pariſh : 
And many of thy Flock are very diſorderly, eſpecially upon 
Holidays, which, I think, are part of your Order, and cele- 
brated with Drunkenneſs, and with breaking my Windows. 

Cler. Did J exhort them to it? | 

Qua. No; thou didſt only paint out Quakers to them, as 
a People not fit to live amongſt Chriſtians. 

Chr. I preached what I thought it my Duty to preach. 

Qua. And they practiſed what they thought thou hadſt 
taught them to practiſe. f | 

Cler. If you would wiſely remove to Penſilvania, you might 
live there with Freedom, you know. 

Qua. So I would, if my Affairs would let me; as I might. 
here, under the Protection of the Law, if thou wouldſt let 
me. Let me tell thee, Friend, for the Credit of the Quakers 
Government in Penſilvania, there is not a more thriving Co- 
lony in America. They encourage and protect all Men, and 
rerſecute none: They are friendly to the ſavage Indians, who 
come freely into their Houſes by Day, and by Night; and 
any Man in a Quaker's Habit may travel ſafely and ſingly 
through all the Nations of North America, who will be ready 
to receive and aſſiſt him: 

Cler. The Quakers are obliged to live peaceably with their 
Neighbours : You know they muſt not fight. Q 
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Qua. Knoweſt thou any better way to avoid fighting, than 
a peaceable Spirit? And ought not all Men to avoid fighting? 
The Quakers, fince their firſt Eſtabliſhment there, have bad 
no Wars: It is not ſo in New England, where Men, like 
thee, are for ſpiritual Dominion, and truſt to the Swatd. 
There they uſe the poor Natives ill, who therefore make 
frequent Incurfions upon them. Men who will take away 
by Violence the Lands and Goods of others, and domineer 
over them, muſt fight to defend what they do. The Quakers 
have hurt no Man, and no Man offers to hurt them. 

Cler. Commend me to their human Prudence! The 
Quakers will make no Man their Enemy by their Zeal for 
Chriſtianity. | 

Qua. Friend, thy Abuſe ends in Praiſe. The Quakers uſe 
no Man as an Enemy for his Religion; and they who do, 
have not Zeal, but Fury and Fanaticiſm. Our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles had no ſuch Zeal. Ill-Uſage, Fierceneſs, and 
Barbarity, convince no-Man ; nor is any Man made a Chri- 
ſtian by Rage and Power. : 

Cler. It would be great Pity that ſuch as you ſhould make 
any. A Pagan converted into a Qvaker, makes but a ſorry 
Exchange. 

Qua. Thoſe Words would fit the Mouth of a Pagan better 
than thine; and a Quaker is better qualified to reaſon with a 
Pagan, than thou art. We have nothing to deſire of him 
but to be a Chriſtian, and we g ain neither Money nor Au- 
thority by his Converſion. But with what Face can ſuch 
as thou art tell a Nation of Heathens : * Gentlemen, be of 
«© my Religion, and in Requital I will be your Lord and 
«© Maſter, and take the Tenth of all you have, and all elſe 
that I can get: None of which can ever return to you 


again, let me uſe it, or abuſe you how I. will.” And yet 


can Men of thy Spirit and Pretenſions reaſon in Sincerity at 
any other Rate with any Set of Men in the World ? 


Cler.” The Man raves. — Can People pay too much for 
their Souls ? | | 


Qua. They ought to pay nothing: The Blood of Chriſt EY 


is already paid. Is not that ſufficient? And doſt thou really 
confeſs that thou wouldſt not fave Souls without Payment? 

Cler. I will bear no more. This is audacious beyond hu- 
man Patience. | | $ 

Qua. Doctor, Nothing is beyond Chriſtian Patience. 

Gizr. Too much Liberty makes you inſolent.— We ſhall 
find ſome other Way of confuting you. 

Qua. Thou meaneſt Force, which is the Champion of bad 


Chr. ' 


& Reaſoning, and a bad Cauſe, 


6400000 
- Chr. Hold y your Tongue, Prater. 
Qu. 1 ru Liberty of Speech from Chriſt and the Law, 
| Wouldſt thou reſtrain it by thy Breath ? 
Cher... It is pity thy Breath were not reſtrained, 
F Wo. Friend, may God of his great Mercy forgive thee. 
arewell. 
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